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seron or Enna, has ever done. The song of
Isaiah, 'He is despised and rejected of men, a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief: and
we hid as it were our faces from him,' had
seemed to him to prefigure himself, and in him
the prophecy was fulfilled."

In this spirit Oscar made up his mind that
he would write about "Christ as the precursor
of the romantic movement in life" and about
"The artistic life considered in. its relation to
conduct."

By bitter suffering he had been brought to
see that the moment of repentance is the mo-
ment of absolution and self-realisation, that
tears can wash out even blood. In "The Ballad
of Reading Gaol" he wrote:

And with tears of blood he cleansed the hand,

The hand that held the steel:
For only blood can wipe out blood,

And only tears can heal:
And the crimson stain that was of Cain

Became Christ's snow-white seal.

This is the highest height Oscar Wilde ever
reached, and alas! he only trod the summit for a
moment. But as he says himself: "One has per-
haps to go to prison to understand that. And,
if so, it may be worth while going to prison."
He was by nature a pagan who for a few months
became a Christian, but to live as a lover of